An Art-based Case Study: Reflections on End of Life from a Husband, Artist and Caregiver.
This study explores the reflective processes of Scottish artist, Norman Gilbert, as he created twenty-five drawings depicting his wife, Pat Gilbert, as she lay dying following an Alzheimer's-related stroke. Norman, ninety-one, had drawn Pat regularly over their sixty-five-year marriage. One week after Pat died, Norman was interviewed by a family friend to chronicle his reflections on the drawings. The drawings along with the interview transcript are analyzed qualitatively as a case study. Norman's Hospital Drawings of Pat transform what was initially a private experience into a shared comprehension of end of life and bereavement.